
Box Car Manufacturer Identification



Builder’s Logos
	 Obviously, the best source of identification

Side Sills
	 Straight, drop (fishbelly), notched

Ends
	 Pressed (terminating)
	 	 Dreadnaught, high capacity Dreadnaught, proprietary (NSC, PS, etc.)
	 Non-terminating 
	 	 Corrugated, sine-wave

Identification Methodology



ACF Industries (ACF) St. Louis, Missouri
Berwick Forge and Fabricating (BFF) Berwick and Renovo, Pennsylvania*
Contructora Nacional de Carros de Ferrocarril (CNCF) Sahagun, Mexico
Fruit Growers Express (FGE) Alexandria, Virginia
FMC Corporation (FMC) Portland, Oregon
Greenville Steel Car (GSC) Greenville, Pennsylvania
Gunderson Inc. (GI) Portland, Oregon
Greenbrier (GBRX)
	 Gunderson (GUX) Portland, Oregon
	 Gunderson Concarril (GC) Sahagun, Mexico
	 TrentonWorks Ltd. (TWLX) Trenton, Nova Scotia
Illinois Central (IC) & Illinois Central Gulf (ICG) Centralia, Illinois
International Car Company (ICC) Kenton, Ohio
ITEL (IRX) Cartersville, Georgia
National Steel Car (NSC) Hamilton, Ontario
Pacific Car and Foundry (PCF) Renton, Washington
Pullman Standard (PS) Bessemer, Alabama*
Southern Iron & Equipment Company (SIECO) Ashland City, Tennessee* 
Thrall Car Manufacturing (TC) Chicago Heights, Illinois
Trenton Works Inc. (TWI) Trenton, Nova Scotia
Trinity Industries (TRN) Greenville, Pennsylvania & Monclova, Mexico
United American Car (UAC) Cartersville, Georgia
United States Railway Manufacturing Company (USRM) Blue Island, Illinois

*supplied kits to railroads and smaller builders

Who Was Building Box Cars
1970-1999



Greenbrier (GBRX)
	 Gunderson (GUX) Portland, Oregon
	 Gunderson Concarril (GC) Sahagun, Mexico
	 TrentonWorks (TWLX) Trenton, Nova Scotia
National Steel Car (NSC) Hamilton, Ontario
Trinity Rail Group (TRN) Monclova, Mexico
TrinityRail (TRN) Monclova, Mexico*

*Last known box car order was during 2007:
	 NKCR 50156-50255 built 1/07 by TrinityRail

Who’s Building Box Cars Today
2000-2008



ACF Industries
St. Louis, Missouri

Typical ACF non-terminating corrugated end, welded 
between the corner posts.



ACF Industries
St. Louis, Missouri

MP 369039 70-ton sill, deep profile same as 100-ton side sill. Spotting feature are the drop in the sill inboard of 
the bolster, the angled end and the four rivets at the bolster. Similar to Pullman Standard’s drop sill - PS used 
a pair of rivets at the bolster.



Pullman Standard
Bessemer, Alabama

Here’s Pullman Standard’s similar drop sill design. The angle at the end is steeper and there are only two rivets 
at the bolster instead of four (as on the ACF sill).



ACF Industries
St. Louis, Missouri

MRL 8046, 100-ton straight side sill, 6385 cubic feet, built 3/79.



ACF Industries
St. Louis, Missouri

ACF 70-Ton straight side sill. Note that the rivets are in the same locations as the drop sill. MR 178928, 5317 
cubic feet, built 6/79.


